
A Level

Religious Studies

Summer 2023 Feedback

Trainer:  Peter Jurczak



2© Pearson Education 2023

Course Description 

This pre-recorded training is designed for teachers wishing to take an in depth look at 

feedback relating to our A LEVEL in Religious Studies, (Advanced GCE in Religious Studies 

(9RS0) summer 2023 exam series.

It will provide better understanding to centres with regards to the performance of key 
questions and advice provided will inform preparation for the 2024 series.
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During This Event

You will:

• take a focused look at the national performance of candidates

• learn about the variation in candidate performance in different questions

• review feedback taken from the Examiners' Report.
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• Welcome and introduction

• 2023 Grade boundaries and outcomes for both AS & AL

• Aims and objectives

• Paper comparison: Notable strengths and weaknesses

• Overall performance

• Student performance in ‘Explore’ questions (Qu 1)

• Student performance in ‘Assess’ questions (Qu 2)

• Student performance in ‘Clarify’ questions (Qu 3a)

• Student performance in ‘Analyse’ questions (Qu 3b)

• Student performance in ‘Evaluate’ questions (Qu 4)

• Preparation for future examinations

• Key messages in the Principal Examiners reports

Session Agenda



2023 Grade boundaries and outcomes
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Paper Comparison
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Paper Comparison



Aims and Objectives
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1. Receive feedback on national performance of candidates on papers from 9RS0 of the 

June 2023 examination series.

2. Consider the variation of candidates' performance on different questions and possible 

reasons why.

3. Discuss the Examiner's Report.

4. Address common issues.

Aims and Objectives



Paper Comparison



Paper Comparison

Strengths Weaknesses

Knowledge and understanding of the topic/question is detailed 

and wide ranging evidenced through the skills of critical thinking

Limited knowledge and understanding of the subject/topic

Answers that demonstrate well-executed control of the material No organisational structure in the answers; 

Answers are crafted well and reflect thoughtful structure 

resulting in reasoned and justified conclusions along with a 

precise use of vocabulary which is specific to the subject

Limited ability to establish links between the elements of a 

question

Differing points of view, where relevant, are made in a 

competent and confident manner including referencing of 

scholars (although these need not be named)

Inappropriate or inadequate use of subject specific vocabulary

Better candidates offer answers that explicitly and effectively 

reflect the criteria of the highest-level band

Poor grammar, spelling etc that sometimes hinders the intent of 

a candidate



Overall Performance
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This year there were some excellent responses that were a joy to read and clearly some 

centres have enabled candidates to explore a wide range of contextually relevant 

material across all the topics on all the papers.

The majority of candidates were able to respond to the various question types and to 

the demands of the papers overall.

Candidates had been well prepared, and most understood and met the different 

demands of AO1 and AO2.

Overall Performance 



‘Explore’ Questions
(Question 1)
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AO1 – Assessment Objective One (p.71 of the Specification)

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies

• cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice

• approaches to the study of religion and belief.

AO1 Performance
• 40% of the A level 

assessment
• Assessed in all questions to 

some extent
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This example contains marking guidance 

and can be used to explain to students why 

they may not get all 8 marks:

This question required candidates to:

‘Explore key features of the ummah as an 
expression of Islamic identity’.

Better performing candidates were able to 
discuss key features asked for by the 
question through identifying, in detail, 
relevant material demonstrating knowledge 
and understanding and offering developed 
engagement that reflected sound 
understanding.

‘Explore’ Questions
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Candidates are required to 

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in ‘Explore’ questions was better than in 

2022. This is due, in part, to centres encouraging candidates to be concise and ensuring 

they did not inadvertently offer AO2 material which cannot be credited unless it also 

contains AO1 material. Candidates have become better at identifying relevant features or 

ideas and unpacking them. 

‘Explore’ questions allow students to select relevant points to show a wide range of 

knowledge; accurate and relevant points made in relation to the focus of the question; 

include a wide range of points; use specialist language, key terms and key vocabulary 

correctly; remain focused on the demands of the question and develop each point to show 

depth of understanding.

‘Explore’ Questions 
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks:  

• used the key terms thus addressed the question

• wrote a detailed response

• showed understanding of the demands of the question

This question required candidates to Explore key features of 

the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focused, 

detailed response that identified relevant material reflecting 

a sound and solid L3 answer.

Q1 from DocID: 0524004959717 in 9RS0/4D: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

• lacked knowledge and understanding

• managed to only write a short and limited amount

• did not use the key terms

This question required candidates to Explore key features of 

the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.

4 marks were awarded to this candidate for as it reflected  

L2 with a range of knowledge but lacked depth and 

sustained development. 

Q1 from DocID: 0524004959726 in 9RS0/4D: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers 

Candidates should:

• not give unnecessary background material

• be focussed on the demands of the question

• define key terms carefully and precisely

• develop each point clearly

• structure the answer clearly, for maximum impact.



‘Assess’ Questions
(Question 2)
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AO2 – Assessment Objective Two (p.71 of the Specification)

It requires candidates to:

• analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their 

significance, influence and study.

• For Q2 the trigger word is ‘assess’

and includes 4 marks of AO1 and 

8 marks of AO2.

AO2 Performance
• 60% of the A level 

assessment
• Assessed in questions 2,3 

and 4 to some extent
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This example contains marking guidance and 

can be used to explain to students why they 

may not get all 12 marks:

This question required candidates to:

Assess differing views about the Prologue to 

the Fourth Gospel.

Better performing candidates were able to 

select relevant concepts to show a wide range 

of knowledge – accurate and appropriate; judge 

something with respect to its significance and

provide a greater understanding or 

interpretation of the subject; critically 

deconstruct information by discussing 

different arguments. 

'Assess' Questions
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Candidates are required to ‘assess’ and so they need to know the material in order to 

assess and judge where the argument/perspective sits in relation to the topic of the 

question. In ‘assess’ questions candidates are not asked, and therefore do not need, to 

evaluate.

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 'Assess' questions was generally 

better than in 2022.

'Assess' questions allow students to offer coherent and reasoned judgements.

'Assess' Questions
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on ’assess’ questions have:

• sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using 

subject-specific terminology

• answers which are logically structured and coherent

• the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about 

the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused 

response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DocID: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on ’assess’ questions have:

• sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using 

subject-specific terminology

• answers which are logically structured and coherent

• the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about 

the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused 

response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DocID: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on ’assess’ questions have:

• sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using 

subject-specific terminology

• answers which are logically structured and coherent

• the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about 

the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused 

response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DocID: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

• lacked knowledge and understanding

• managed to only write a short and limited amount

• did not develop AO1 material.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about 

the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

3 marks were awarded to this candidate for brevity and lack of 

development of the material offered.

Q2 in DocID: 0524004565453 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers 

Candidates should:

• provide a comprehensive assessment of the right material to achieve a higher 

outcome

• stay on topic because guesswork does not replace knowledge of the topic.

• offer clear identification of differing views

• ensure AO2 material is offered as well as AO1 material.



‘Clarify’ Questions
(Question 3a)
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This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to students why they 

may not get all 10 marks:

• The aim of a ‘clarify’ question is to offer further information so that the identified point in 

the ‘extract’ is fully understood.

• It is important to:

• link identified key ideas/concepts to references from the extract

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding in relation to the material in the extract

• use subject specific vocabulary

• offer detailed and developed answers.

'Clarify' Questions
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Candidates are required to:    

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 

'Clarify' questions was similar to that of 2022. This is 

due, in part, to the fact that a sizable number of 

candidates are still not fully engaging with the ‘clarify’ 

aspect of the question but instead either regurgitating 

or paraphrasing  the extract. Centres need to focus on 

this because there are 10 AO1 marks readily available 

to those candidates who deliver a response that clearly 

does what the question asks and ‘clarifies’.

'Clarify' questions allow students to select relevant 

information and unpack it to demonstrate good 

knowledge and understanding.

'Clarify' Questions
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3a) questions: 

• identified key ideas/concepts

• selected relevant quotes from the passage and applied them to 

the clarification offered

• provided detailed and developed answers.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s 

views illustrated in this passage.

10 marks were awarded to this candidate for demonstrating concise 

and succinct engagement with the extract and effectively using 

quotes from the extract to unpack identified ideas.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005292447 from 9RS0/4B (Samos): Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3a) questions: 

• identified key ideas/concepts

• selected relevant quotes from the passage and applied them to 

the clarification offered

• provided detailed and developed answers.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s 

views illustrated in this passage.

10 marks were awarded to this candidate for demonstrating concise 

and succinct engagement with the extract and effectively using 

quotes from the extract to unpack identified ideas.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005292447 from 9RS0/4B (Samos): Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

• regurgitated or paraphrased parts of the extract

• offered quotes or referencing of the extract but failed to explain 

or apply them

• lacked sustained development.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s 

views illustrated in this passage.

5 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant 

knowledge and understating but little development of a narrow 

range of ideas/concepts.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005348771 from 9RS0/4B: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

• regurgitated or paraphrased parts of the extract

• offered quotes or referencing of the extract but failed to explain 

or apply them

• lacked sustained development.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s 

views illustrated in this passage. 

5 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant 

knowledge and understating but little development of a narrow 

range of ideas/concepts.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005348771 from 9RS0/4B: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers 

Candidates should:

• aim to clarify cogently and concisely

• not 'waffle’

• not be tempted to regurgitate the extract but instead 'clarify' relevant aspects of 

the passage

• explain the terms clearly when needed to show your understanding

• use technical language where appropriate.



‘Analyse’ Questions
(Question 3b)
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This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to students why they 

may not get all 20 marks.

• ‘Analyse’ means to break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure.

• Similarly, to analyse means to break down the content of a topic, or issue, into its 

constituent elements in order to provide an in-depth account and convey an 

understanding of it.

• In order to analyse you can ask questions and offer an interpretation of the topic.

• Candidates need to deconstruct information and/or issues to find connections and 

provide logical chains of reasoning so they can make judgements regarding their 

importance/relevance.

'Analyse' Questions
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Candidates are required to

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 'Analyse' questions was better than in 

2022. This is due, in part, to less candidates repeating the material word for word from 

their response to part 3a.

'Analyse' questions allow students to ‘construct coherent and reasoned judgements of the 

full range of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence’.

'Analyse' Questions
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'Analyse’ 3b generic mark scheme
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions: 

• unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

• applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added 

meaning to the topic

• kept the answer sustained and focused throughout. 

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that 

Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and 

sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements 

emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions:

• unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

• applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added 

meaning to the topic

• kept the answer sustained and focused throughout.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that 

Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and 

sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements 

emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions: 

• unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

• applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added 

meaning to the topic

• kept the answer sustained and focused throughout. 

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that 

Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and 

sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements 

emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

• little knowledge and understanding evident

• analysis drifted into descriptive narrative

• limited chains of reasoning evident.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that 

Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

6 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant AO1 

material and a limited attempt to analyse without offering detailed 

development.

Q3b in Doc ID:0524005168450 p.7 from 9RS0/02: Available in delegate pack

 



46© Pearson Education 2023

Examiner Advice to Teachers 

Candidates should:

• ensure they demonstrate a high level of AO2 content with very good reasoned 

judgements

• ensure material that is linked to the extract does not simply repeat material 

from the answer to 3a but build on the 3a response

• ensure that the answer is well developed and sustained

• provide a well-balanced and structured argument that applies ethical theories 

and relevant scholarship.



‘Evaluate’ Questions
(Question 4)
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This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to students why they 

may not get all 30 marks.

• ‘Evaluate’ means to consider several options, ideas or arguments and come to a 

conclusion about their importance/value/significance.

• ‘Evaluate’ is about critical appraisal.

• Reasoned judgements that are fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

• Draw together arguments in a convincing conclusion which brings the answer together.

'Evaluate' Questions
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Candidates are required  

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 'Evaluate' questions was better than 

in 2022. This is due, in part, to the fact that the synoptic link is much more in explicit 

evidence across all the papers resulting in L5 being achieved more widely.

'Evaluate' questions allow students to offer arguments that are clear, coherent and effectively 

supported by specific examples. The implications of arguments are considered. There is clear 

awareness and evaluation of material offered.

'Evaluate' Questions
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack

 



57© Pearson Education 2023

Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:

• provide organised and structured answers

• make explicit synoptic links 

• demonstrate excellent control of the material

• give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that 

reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who did not do well in Q4:

• provided no synoptic link 

• described rather than evaluated

• had a lack of detailed development 

• gave brief answers that could not do justice to the Q as set.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that reflected 

lower L2.

Q4 in DocID: 0524003378411 p15-16 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who did not do well in Q4:

• provided no synoptic link 

• described rather than evaluated

• had a lack of detailed development 

• gave brief answers that could not do justice to the Q as set.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that 

critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion. 

In your response to this question, you must include how 

developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by 

one of the following: •Religion and Ethics • New Testament Studies • 

Study of a Religion.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that reflected 

lower L2.

Q4 in DocID: 0524003378411 p15-16 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Candidates should:

• note that synoptic links or connections do not have to be extensive, but they do have to 

be clear

• be prepared to write at length for the 30-mark question

• make careful coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements of the 

question

• sustain their focus on the question as set and not give irrelevant material.

Examiner Advice to Teachers 



Preparation for Future Examinations
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Centres/teachers should:

• ensure that candidates have access to the whole specification so they can answer all 

questions set

• teach to the specification first and foremost

• encourage their candidates not to over-write for the 8- and 12-mark questions, which 

consequently reduces the time available for the 30-mark question.

Preparation for Future Examinations



Key Messages
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Candidates should:

• be encouraged to focus closely on the question and its particular requirements. Where a 

question is solely AO1, the focus should be on very specific, accurate and relevant 

information

• note that where a question has an AO2 element, that should be a major focus and will 

consist of the majority of marks for that question. Reasoned judgements should be 

made, which are justified with accurate information

• note that for the longer final question (worth 30 marks), they must carefully select 

accurate information that ties in closely to the question. They should ensure that there is 

enough depth and breadth within their answer, to allow for reaching the higher levels of 

the mark scheme. Critical deconstruction of ideas is incredibly important for this 

question.

Key Messages



Find Out More

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Subject Advisor Support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535

(Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

• Access the Religious Studies community

• Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

• Book an appointment with your subject advisor

mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/


End of presentation
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