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Course Description

This pre-recorded trainingis designed for teachers wishingto take an in depth look at
feedbackrelating to our A LEVEL in Religious Studies, (Advanced GCE in Religious Studies
(9RS0) summer 2023 exam series.

It will provide better understandingto centres with regards to the performance of key
guestionsand advice provided will inform preparation for the 2024 series.
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During This Event

You will:

« take afocused look at the national performance of candidates

« learn aboutthevariationin candidate performancein different questions
« review feedback taken from the Examiners' Report.
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Session Agenda

* Welcome and introduction

e 2023 Grade boundaries and outcomes for both AS & AL
* Aims and objectives

* Paper comparison: Notable strengths and weaknesses
* Overall performance

* Student performance in ‘Explore’ questions (Qu 1)

* Student performance in ‘Assess’ questions (Qu 2)

* Student performance in ‘Clarify’ questions (Qu 3a)

* Student performance in ‘Analyse’ questions (Qu 3Db)

* Student performance in ‘Evaluate’ questions (Qu 4)

* Preparation for future examinations

* Key messages in the Principal Examiners reports
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2023 Grade boundaries and outcomes
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Paper Comparison

A level notional component grade boundaries MaxMark A* A B C D E

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 72 67 56 46 36 26
Paper 1

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 71 65 55 45 35 25
Paper 2

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 70 64 54 44 34 24
Paper 3

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 68 62 52 42 32 23
Paper 4A

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 72 66 55 44 33 22
Paper 4B

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 70 64 54 44 34 24
Paper 4C

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 75 69 58 47 36 26
Paper 4D

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 73 67 57 47 37 28
Paper 4E

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Raw 80 73 67 56 46 36 26

Paper 4F
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Paper Comparison

Religious Studies

AS overall grade boundaries Max Mark A B [ D E u

8RS0 AS Religious Studies Subject 162 122 106 90 74 58 ]
0102 03

B8RS0 AS Religious Studies Subject 162 123 106 89 72 56 0]
0102 4A

8RS0 AS Religious Studies Subject 162 119 103 87 71 56 0
0102 4B

8RS0 AS Religious Studies Subject 162 123 106 89 72 56 0
0102 4D

8RS0 AS Religious Studies Subject 162 123 106 89 72 56 1]
0102 4E

A level overall grade boundaries Max Mark A* A B C D E u

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 213 196 165 135 105 75 ]
0102 03

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 211 194 1684 134 104 74 0
0102 4A

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 215 198 166 135 104 73 ]
0102 4B

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 213 196 165 135 105 75 ]
0102 4C

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 218 201 170 139 108 77 ]
0102 4D

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 216 199 169 139 109 79 0
0102 4E

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 216 199 168 137 107 77 0]
0102 4F

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 208 191 1861 131 101 72 ]
02 03 4A

9RS0 A Level Religious Studies Subject 240 215 198 167 136 105 75 1]

0203 4D
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Aims and Objectives

1. Receive feedback on national performance of candidates on papers from 9RSO of the
June 2023 examination series.

2. Considerthevariation of candidates'performance on different questionsand possible
reasons why.

3. Discussthe Examiner's Report.
4. Address common issues.
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Paper Comparison

Strengths

Weaknesses

Knowledge and understanding of the topic/questionis detailed
and wide rangingevidenced through the skills of critical thinking

Limited knowledge and understanding of the subject/topic

Answersthat demonstrate well-executed control of the material

No organisational structureinthe answers;

Answers are crafted well and reflect thoughtful structure
resultingin reasoned and justified conclusionsalongwith a
precise use of vocabularywhichis specificto the subject

Limited ability to establish links between the elementsof a
question

Differing points of view, where relevant,are madeina
competent and confident mannerincluding referencing of
scholars (although these need not be named)

Inappropriate or inadequate use of subject specificvocabulary

Better candidates offer answers that explicitlyand effectively
reflectthe criteria of the highest-level band

Poor grammar, spellingetcthat sometimes hindersthe intent of
a candidate
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Overall Performance

This year there were some excellent responses that were a joy to read and clearly some
centres have enabled candidatesto explore a wide range of contextually relevant
material across all the topics on all the papers.

The majority of candidates were able to respond to the various questiontypes and to
the demands of the papers overall.

Candidates had been well prepared, and most understood and met the different
demandsof AO1 and AO2.

© Pearson Education 2023
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‘Explore’ Questions
(Question 1)
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e« 40% of the A level
assessment

AO1 PerfO rmance « Assessed in all questions to

some extent

AO1 - Assessment Objective One (p.71 of the Specification)

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

* religious, philosophical and/or ethical thoughtand teaching

* influence of beliefs, teachingsand practices on individuals, communities and societies

* cause and significance of similaritiesand differences in belief, teaching and practice
* approachesto the study of religion and belief.

© Pearson Education 2023
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‘Explore’ Questions

This example contains marking guidance
and can be used to explain to studentswhy
they may not get all 8 marks:

This question required candidates to:

‘Explore key features of the ummah as an
expression of Islamic identity’.

Better performing candidateswere able to
discuss key features asked for by the
question through identifying, in detail,
relevant material demonstrating knowledge
and understandingand offering developed
engagementthat reflected sound
understanding.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

* A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology

is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

© Pearson Education 2023
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‘Explore’ Questions

Candidates are reqUil’ed to Explore Demonstrate understanding by

investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

In this year's examinations the overall performance in ‘Explore’ questions was better thanin
2022. Thisis due, in part, to centres encouraging candidatesto be concise and ensuring
they did not inadvertently offer AO2 material which cannot be credited unless it also
contains AO1 material. Candidates have become better at identifying relevant features or
ideas and unpacking them.

‘Explore’ questions allow students to select relevant points to show a wide range of
knowledge; accurate and relevant points made in relation to the focus of the question;
include a wide range of points; use specialistlanguage, key terms and key vocabulary
correctly; remain focused on the demands of the question and develop each point to show
depth of understanding.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks:

« used the key terms thus addressed the question

« wrote a detailed response

« showed understanding of the demands of the question

This question required candidates to Explore key features of
the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focused,
detailed response that identified relevant material reflecting
a sound and solid L3 answer.

Q1 from DoclID: 0524004959717 in 9RS0/4D: Available in delegate pack

1133 -4 3
SECTION A

Answer ALL questions, Write your andwers in the spaces provided.

1 Explare key features of the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.
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____(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:

« lacked knowledge and understanding

« managed to only write a short and limited amount
« did not use the key terms

This question required candidates to Explore key features of
the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity.

4 marks were awarded to this candidate for as it reflected
L2 with a range of knowledge but lacked depth and
sustained development.

Q1 from DoclID: 0524004959726 in 9RS0/4D: Available in delegate pack

SECTION A
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1  Explore key features of the ummah as an expression of Islamic identity. 5‘!{
T F? I A8)
"Th:« ek e Talrie  comemnds  whal n e
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(Total for Question 1 = B marks|
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Examiner Advice to Teachers

Candidates should:

not give unnecessary background material
be focussed on the demands of the question
define key terms carefully and precisely
develop each point clearly

structure the answer clearly, for maximum impact.

© Pearson Education 2023
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‘Assess’ Questions
(Question 2)
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AO2 Performance

* 60% of the A level
assessment

« Assessed in questions 2,3
and 4 to some extent

AO2 - Assessment Objective Two (p.71 of the Specification)

It requires candidatesto:

* analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approachesto, religion and belief, including their

significance, influence and study.

* For Q2 thetriggerword is ‘assess’
and includes 4 marks of AO1 and
8 marks of AO2.

Assess

Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

© Pearson Education 2023
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'Assess’' Questions

This example contains marking guidance and
can be used to explain to students why they
may not get all 12 marks:

This question required candidates to:

Assess differing views about the Prologue to
the Fourth Gospel.

Better performing candidates were able to
select relevant concepts to show a wide range
of knowledge - accurate and appropriate; judge
something with respect to its significance and
provide a greater understanding or
interpretation of the subject; critically
deconstruct information by discussing
different arguments.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO32).

Level 2

5-8

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AQ1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AQ2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AQ2).

Level 3

9-12

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AQ2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

© Pearson Education 2023
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'Assess’' Questions

Candidates are required to ‘assess’ and so they need to know the material in order to
assess and judge where the argument/perspective sitsin relation to the topic of the
guestion. In ‘assess’ questions candidates are not asked, and therefore do not need, to
evaluate.

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 'Assess' questionswas generally
better thanin 2022.

'Assess' questions allow studentsto offer coherent and reasoned judgements.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 'assess’ questions have:

« sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using
subject-specific terminology

« answers which are logically structured and coherent
« the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about
the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused
response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DoclD: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack

P otk —Llegs = Dapd S€a Seally - Tidainm -Legwy - wrd af God A
> s LM%WM g

2 Assess differing views about the Prolague to the Fourth Gospal, 7 Leck
Mapnga fitad N Suagpis g by mﬂum o,

The Prolegue i a Shork (thoduwition. Lo Ton’s Gerspel.
It otling ey thamey 14 the Lq—.a..__fe.-.I,.me Sach as
demal lige - N 13 digerend b pthar garspels auch gy Mtthes
i Luke whath Gc-glm...“{".m (o Bt parcative Or gentanlopy
Mom. Hroker mys The Py e 35 The Ken ™ Jo the

Sina 3 the 1dean T Tologee sesm b arppec
b Gentiles. Restly , they m& have wﬁam
wih the 1dea 0~y the I.Arﬂt?‘-'u e wirh e Oed , whith
would hadp Duvkiles to belae wndors lind Tesis ? issio
od teuviogs” To add b this , thece is ideas oy
Craabrcism - ok md Spink an sepacdkt ond fhenes o
fo_indecstand Thomes suh w TLima” spirik living an agler
hin death Thas 15 important ar eny Msabe e, Fouth
Goapth_ 0> o Ipirdnal Goapel Toha M.qmrfkm,dm.a
e Holy Spint e Puraclele , whith g wdes fhe
Aiipey b Gy on The Wik . Tesw ., T (entil
Dol Thactne wrdimland Yo ot B0 3y Hne wiord o
Go - Wﬁwf{kamm vy light ond duebres,
frw it il Temy who beewahl e 7 light ki The werld®
holes beakiler pndsrdond later in e Gpapes whan

Jebus sauys " am Tha liyht 2y The wirld ™ o i
K Nn TR Dtginming Wi g Wird ard e wod ot with ypd™

J

AL

© Pearson Education 2023



Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 'assess’ questions have:

« sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using
subject-specific terminology

« answers which are logically structured and coherent
« the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about
the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused
response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DoclD: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 'assess’ questions have:

« sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using
subject-specific terminology

« answers which are logically structured and coherent
« the ability to present and develop contrasting points of view.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about
the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

12 marks were awarded to this candidate for a fully focused
response that made effective use of scholarly opinion.

Q2 in DoclD: 0524004535266 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

L

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:
« lacked knowledge and understanding
« managed to only write a short and limited amount

« did not develop AO1 material.

This question required candidates to Assess differing views about
the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel.

3 marks were awarded to this candidate for brevity and lack of
development of the material offered.

Q2 in DoclD: 0524004565453 from 9RS0/03: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers

Candidates should:

provide a comprehensive assessment of the right material to achieve a higher
outcome

stay on topic because guesswork does not replace knowledge of the topic.
offer clear identification of differing views
ensure AO2 material is offered as well as AO1 material.

© Pearson Education 2023
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‘Clarity’ Questions
(Question 3a)
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'Clarify' Questions

This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to studentswhy they
may not get all 10 marks:

* The aim of a‘clarify’ questionis to offer furtherinformation so that the identified pointin
the ‘extract’is fully understood.

* Itisimportantto:
link identified key ideas/concepts to references from the extract
demonstrate knowledge and understandingin relation to the material in the extract
use subject specific vocabulary
offer detailed and developed answers.

© Pearson Education 2023
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'Clarify' Questions

Clarify Identify key ideas and explain key

concepts.

Candidates are required to:

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in
'Clarify" questions was similar to that of 2022. This is
due, in part, to the fact that a sizable number of
candidates are still not fully engaging with the ‘clarify’
aspect of the question but instead either regurgitating
or paraphrasing the extract. Centres need to focus on
this because there are 10 AO1 marks readily available
to those candidates who deliver a response that clearly
does what the question asks and ‘clarifies’.

'Clarify' questions allow students to select relevant
information and unpack it to demonstrate good
knowledge and understanding.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminologyare
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are notdirectly
linked to the extract (AO1).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases toreference
from the extract (AO1).

Level 3

7-10

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references fromthe
extract (AO1).

© Pearson Education 2023
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3a) questions:
« identified key ideas/concepts

« selected relevant quotes from the passage and applied them to
the clarification offered

« provided detailed and developed answers.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s
views illustrated in this passage.

10 marks were awarded to this candidate for demonstrating concise
and succinct engagement with the extract and effectively using
quotes from the extract to unpack identified ideas.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005292447 from 9RS0/4B (Samos): Available in delegate pack

I this extract by John Hick from his work In his boak The Metaphor God Ingarnate’ Jaha Hick
details his beliels about atonement theory, and the sacrifice of Jesus ta daliver humanity from
sin. Hick's atonemant theory is based off of his other work around his belief that God allaws el
to exist in order for peaple to close the epistemic distance between God and humanity thraugh
saul making, follpwing the moral exemplar af Jesus in order to beooma as clase as passible ta
the perfect child of God. Therefore Hick's atanernent theary sees Josus as 3 moral examglar and
thus besus did nat free humanity fram sin becsuse this would make humanity moeally
Iresponsibie, Hick first shows this view where he raises the guestion, whether ‘repentance,
apolagy, reperatian and penance = can be carried aver unchanged into cur relationship with
God' this shows that Hick quasticns whether it is worth repenting. apolagising, pay reperations
and penance if one is already atoned from original sin, This is because Hick's belied s that sin
still exists and thus repenting, apologising, pay reperations and penance Is somewhat pointless
becawse evil and suffering is vital In order for one te do good (o case the epistemic distance,
This hepids Hick ta continue this paint where he states that *| suggest that when we have offered
reperation-plus-penance to human beings whom we have Injuned, there i no further
reperation-plus-penance to be made salely for God's benefit’, this chows that Hick believes that
cnce evil ard suffering hibs accurred ane must do good and repent but pot selely to God in
order to win aver God, But pay reperation-plus-penance to thaose harmaed In order 1o follow
Jesus” example as the moral exemplar, and ‘love thy nelghbawr’, This is because God does nak
requine an apoiogy bul rather sees one do a good deed throwgh making ammends and daing
gead deeds on earth, thus showing the need for evil In crder to permit soulmaking.

Hick's next idea In the passage is his narrow atonement model which shows a transactional idea
of atanement theory, whese one repents for their sin as a transaction for 2 sest in heaven and
the trarsaction of the desth of Jesus to save humanity from sin, Hick states 'Gad cannat be

benefitted, and thus recompensed and atoned 0., this shows to thase who believe in the
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3a) questions:
« identified key ideas/concepts

« selected relevant quotes from the passage and applied them to
the clarification offered

« provided detailed and developed answers.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s
views illustrated in this passage.

10 marks were awarded to this candidate for demonstrating concise
and succinct engagement with the extract and effectively using
quotes from the extract to unpack identified ideas.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005292447 from 9RS0/4B (Samos): Available in delegate pack

transactignal view of atonement such as the ransom theory cannot work because God cannot
Benefit fram being ataned to, but instead the person who i4 atoning must atene through
transfarmational atonemant thaory, such as John Higk's soul making theodicy following lesus as
the maral exemplar,

High goes an to develasp this point and end the passage by stating ‘But it is nol. appropeiate o
express that fact by depicting his death as an atoning sacrifice that benefits God and 5o enables
Ged to forghee humanizy’, this shows that it Is wrong te believe In the narrow idea of atoncment
thearny because just because lesus” sacrificed humanity from original sin does not mean that
God shaiild have fargiven humanity, isntesd God largave humanity out of love, for no bensfic of
his eeaen, and allawed us free will and evils in the world te bearn frem and become as close 1o
Jesus” mioral exemglar a5 possile in order to close the epistemic distance each person has
between themsebees and God and thus earn a seat In heaven from being the most virtuous

parian they can possibly be
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:
« regurgitated or paraphrased parts of the extract

- offered quotes or referencing of the extract but failed to explain
or apply them

» lacked sustained development.

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s
views illustrated in this passage.

5 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant
knowledge and understating but little development of a narrow
range of ideas/concepts.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005348771 from 9RS0/4B: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:
« regurgitated or paraphrased parts of the extract

- offered quotes or referencing of the extract but failed to explain
or apply them

» lacked sustained development.

Y4

This question required candidates to Clarify the ideas about Hick’s

views illustrated in this passage.

5 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant
knowledge and understating but little development of a narrow
range of ideas/concepts.

Q3a in DocID: 0524005348771 from 9RS0/4B: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers

Candidates should:

aim to clarify cogently and concisely
not 'waffle’

not be tempted to regurgitate the extract butinstead 'clarify' relevant aspects of

the passage
explain the terms clearly when needed to show your understanding
use technicallanguage where appropriate.
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‘Analyse’ Questions
(Question 3b)

Pearson /
Edexcel



‘Analyse’ Questions

This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to studentswhy they
may not get all 20 marks.

‘Analyse’means to break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure.

Similarly, to analyse means to break down the content of a topic, or issue, into its
constituentelementsin order to provide an in-depth accountand convey an
understanding of it.

In order to analyse you can ask questions and offer an interpretation of the topic.

Candidates need to deconstructinformation and/orissuesto find connectionsand

provide logical chains of reasoning so they can make judgementsregarding their
importance/relevance.
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‘Analyse’ Questions

Candidates are I’eqUil’ed tO Analyse Deconstruct information and/or

issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

In this year's examinations the overall performance in 'Analyse' questionswas betterthanin
2022. Thisis due, in part, to less candidates repeating the material word for word from

their response to part 3a.

‘Analyse'questions allow studentsto ‘construct coherent and reasoned judgements of the
full range of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence'.
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‘Analyse’ 3b generic mark scheme

Level 4

13-16

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
throughout (AOD1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
(A02).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
elements in the guestion, which are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AD2).

Level |Mark | Descriptor
1] No rewardable material.
Level 1 [1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately [(AO1).
« Information/issues are selected (AD2).
» Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).
+ Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AD2).
Level 2 | 5-8 + A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AD1).
» Deconstructs religious information/issues [AD2).
» Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AD2).
» Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made with
little or no atternpt to appraise evidence (AD2).
Level 3 [9-12 » A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (A01).
Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
guestion (ADZ2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made,
which are supported by an atternpt to appraise evidence [AD2).

Level 5

17-20

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AOD1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(A02).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the guestion, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2).
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions:
« unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

« applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added
meaning to the topic

» kept the answer sustained and focused throughout.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that
Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and
sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements
emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Availablein delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions:
« unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

« applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added
meaning to the topic

» kept the answer sustained and focused throughout.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that
Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and
sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements
emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Availablein delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on 3b) questions:
« unpacked the question and include a wide relevant knowledge

« applied analysis and thought about how the analysis added
meaning to the topic

» kept the answer sustained and focused throughout.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that
Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

20 marks were awarded to this candidate for a focussed and
sustained attempt to analyse the topic and reasoned judgements
emerged from a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Q3b in DocID: 0524005169745 (SAMOS) from 9RS0/02: Availablein delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

| S—

Candidates who failed to achieve full marks:
« little knowledge and understanding evident
« analysis drifted into descriptive narrative

« limited chains of reasoning evident.

This question required candidates to Analyse the view that
Situation Ethics fails to offer a convincing morality.

6 marks were awarded to this candidate for some relevant AO1
material and a limited attempt to analyse without offering detailed

development.

Q3b in Doc ID:0524005168450 p.7 from 9RS0/02: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers

Candidates should:

ensure they demonstrate a high level of AO2 contentwith very good reasoned
judgements

ensure material thatis linked to the extract does not simply repeat material
from the answer to 3a but build on the 3a response

ensure thatthe answer is well developed and sustained

provide a well-balanced and structured argumentthat applies ethical theories
and relevant scholarship.
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‘Evaluate’ Questions
(Question 4)

Pearson /
Edexcel



'Evaluate' Questions

This example contains marking guidance and can be used to explain to students why they
may not get all 30 marks.

« ‘Evaluate’means to consider several options, ideas or argumentsand come to a
conclusion about their importance/value/significance.

« ‘Evaluate’is about critical appraisal.

- Reasoned judgementsthat are fully supported by comprehensive appraisal of evidence.

« Draw together argumentsin a convincingconclusion which bringsthe answer together.
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'Evaluate' Questions

Ca n d id ates a re req u i red Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing

it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

In this year’s examinations the overall performance in 'Evaluate' questions was better than
in 2022. Thisis due, in part, to the fact thatthe synopticlinkis much more in explicit
evidence across all the papers resultingin L5 being achieved more widely.

'Evaluate’ questions allow students to offer arguments that are clear, coherent and effectively
supported by specific examples. The implications of arguments are considered. There is clear
awareness and evaluation of material offered.
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

-
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Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack

Adbake olagik Crenkien , Was opandan d
o0y A0 cATTNS orQOREAAS - LKLY
MAZSe ORNQLLS oo CRERON \wawe . sadked dbal,
T uwould. plewakely amul Aok ey hoe
10000 Joo ST _MoMoagr CATROLS
eligg , OGN\ Mae  grounds Jaaok AAISQ aMOTNAr
A0 ook oo $EUED . B

Ote veasen .ok ayes Lo ogett Kk g
2) (Qgiaas \ailaof haue proddad QEomALE
ABBORNOLS oo Colipia S Aie o M
Freaghus 0 Aemudguing (efkg. for
2xa N, MBS sals A8oc A e (S
(useall dkake , daung o LOssUL
geoaanoingly gk doun MOy CRlegaus
ST UMBIES 5 o0g QN Qe @ AT, g
Wi M0k e Ti Ay TS o gredicake,
o5 Cof\San QSRUMQE  in W5 OMslagical
JOdmunink,  oad gk M concdr o
‘cousabiont aud fcotbngencyt catk e
Hpukﬁ Ao o WoNSQadoat berng. gluT
sy afhured plgion Shasoagh L

e liany 4 Lovgesinon, Mauwng Ak Ao
MOKL 0SSl phTng alaut Aokt TIAIS

{

© Pearson Education 2023

51



Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well
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Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well
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Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Well

Candidates who achieved full marks on Q4 questions:
« provide organised and structured answers

« make explicit synoptic links

« demonstrate excellent control of the material

« give answers that are erudite and well crafted.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

30 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that
reflected all the L5 criteria.

Q4 in DocID: 0524002970097 p.15-22 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who did not do well in Q4:

« provided no synoptic link

« described rather than evaluated

» had a lack of detailed development

« gave brief answers that could not do justice to the Q as set.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that reflected
lower L2.

Q4 in DoclID: 0524003378411 p15-16 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Where Candidates Did Not
Do Well

Candidates who did not do well in Q4:

« provided no synoptic link

« described rather than evaluated

» had a lack of detailed development

« gave brief answers that could not do justice to the Q as set.

This question required candidates to Evaluate the claim that
critiques of religious belief provide decisive challenges to religion.
In your response to this question, you must include how
developments in Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by
one of the following: *Religion and Ethics « New Testament Studies *
Study of a Religion.

8 marks were awarded to this candidate for an answer that reflected
lower L2.

Q4 in DoclID: 0524003378411 p15-16 from 9RS0/01: Available in delegate pack
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Examiner Advice to Teachers

Candidates should:

* note that synopticlinks or connections do not have to be extensive, but they do have to
be clear

* Dbe prepared to write at length for the 30-mark question

* make careful coherent and reasoned judgementsof the full range of elements of the
question

* sustaintheir focus on the question as set and not give irrelevant material.
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Preparation for Future Examinations
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Preparation for Future Examinations

Centres/teachersshould:

ensure that candidateshave access to the whole specificationso they can answer all
questionsset

teach to the specification first and foremost

encourage their candidates not to over-write for the 8- and 12-mark questions, which
consequentlyreduces the time available for the 30-mark question.
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Key Messages

Candidates should:

be encouraged to focus closely on the question and its particular requirements. Where a
guestionis solely AO1, the focus should be on very specific, accurate and relevant
information

note that where a question has an AO2 element, thatshould be a major focus and will
consist of the majority of marks for that question. Reasoned judgementsshould be
made, which are justified with accurate information

note that for the longer final question (worth 30 marks), they must carefully select
accurate information that ties in closely to the question. They should ensure that there is
enough depth and breadth within their answer, to allow for reaching the higher levels of
the mark scheme. Critical deconstruction of ideas is incredibly important for this

question.
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Find Out More

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy



https://pdacademy.pearson.com/

Subject Advisor Support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535
(Mon — Fri, 9am — 5pm GMT)

« Access the Religious Studies community

« Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

« Book an appointment with your subject advisor



mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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